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a dinner party,who told me the most intense,
passtonare experience she had ever had was
at a stnphght 10 years ago, Jooking across
traffic at a gentleinan wairing for the ]iwht
to turn from red co green, ] love th.trl"

Of course, romance has w tched through
music. painting, Literature and archiLecrure
for centuries in France and Italy: then have
elevated coquetry and sedttction to art tarrns.
Italy kavc us the original Casanova, nut to
mcnhon a continuing stream of modern-day,
st I f-styled vc rsions. Our Australian forcbca rs.
however, were no doubt more focused on
clcarink our land with their hare hands. too
busy eking out a liFc amid enormous insects,
snakes a11c1 Hats ii sunli ,httcl drape themseIves
across rhaise.-fungrses, pondering Iuye and
h11it1 ii1g t I54Er eyelashes-

IiseciiIllgLSr F.tther I'ercl has devoted
her career io dii.crcttltr, rt)m: ILir, Burr] L]l

Belgium, she now lives and wurl s in New
York. Her book about maintaining passion
In long-terns relatirmshLps, hlalirlg Of

Cttptit'ir), (Hsxldrr), his recently gariiered
mrernationa] at t son ii C=hasing on the
phone, Perel tells cue that when it comes to
seduction and flirtation, there are many
complex tntluencing factors at work,
including religion and power.

She says SOLJetleS that are more playful
and seductive are often also socienes that wilt
4xperie11 CC seXL1.7I pO .erer a tool toor wilfn L'Tl

whu don't vet have other farms Of power. We
hsvr to he cii eflfl lbrE11 lclralls]n}. hot, she

says, undnuhtcdly there are ;;cx icxics, such as
E'r,io e. that tie rnote engaged not lust ]n the
]uagtn:ttics Of Sex, l1LLT it1 the Forties of ce s-

Tltese wlcieties, she expl;ltns. rend to
he comfortahle wiih ai Exyuity and the
imponderables cnntprrred io societies that

Driving in lrsly Ltsr rear, wearied by the
crazy traffic, my friend 1-Ir7ic and I stopped
in the heachside resets of 5;111 bmicdetw. As
we corned a deserted cafe t]Ie two male staff
immediately leapt to artentro]L. alias, ihey
said, the kitchen was closed, but for TWO
suds beautiful wrlInen rhec' would do their
utmost.' We dined on pasta and .l shower III
Lumplin,'nts, I on my anlacuig eyes, l.irzte
I tr) her FL:IL lips - our rinse in the cafe was
sn s hi,rt.:ontplained the waiter, lie had riot
haJ sufficient time to steal a kiss trcten her-
We fll,.ttrd LFL]t ,1Tliling,

I i:Ftztl feel he;lnriiui in Europe -
particLL]arly it ltaly slosh France - in a wag
that I do not m Australia. Granted, L-m on
holiday; I'm relaxed and more epee, but
rhere is a flirratious, fun interplay that
inflrses slailr life there in a ws- that does not
exist hire, In Australi.i, for the average
wiflnwn, an interaction wtt1S a w liter at the
e]Id it 1110 1Llflch shift is iioi U01, rln end
with .I deli g111FitI rl'ma ntic trissc:n, tltcj lye

That's aiiriore.'
Why1 is it, asks Suzanne Walker, that when workmen
wh .s[le our wets' in Melbourne, we get all grouchy
and think in swims' o .sexual haras.smen.t, but when
a waiter winks 1n. Ala. n we feel alluring any al.2ve?

delll't often gO our of Our way to catch
anisrher'e cyc with an admiring glance. Why
risita I %vnntier every time I return home.

Ausrralian L.mlcc illIen, who works in
puhhc re1,1r1LFrly for Jrpartmer]t strut
Coletre. has lived to fair, for six years and
says there is .1 drflrlitr PET Of prtfvelCat]ilIl
and flirraiinn in tire way l' rl;sares gol .rhOLii

their day'-tL,day Itte. "Et s all ahi FL]t TIle csut fi
de frindre glove at first sight

I
- 1he'. litr

for that here. My ravourtte story Ls Iron)
,t 60-year-old harried woman I rnci at

are result-orientated and where control is
key. `What is it that You have in Anglo-
Saxon societies? ytlcieries v.herecontrol,crlf
control and control in general, are prime
ralltei." she says.

"When you Sedni:e, When YOU flirt, wheel
yi]L] p12y, you hair 1r0 idea what ac:u ire
gtlillg 141 get, Yi111 don't 4orltrol an siItitlg. 11
is abi]nt letting things Lr11Fold, and who
knows where rhey will f.il]% There is :m
element of giving yourself over tit
happenstance." This is sonierhtng that P.
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E'trel says, in gcncral, ti our much part of
Anglo-Saxon culture. ""f'hcse are societies
that are more prapmatit, more clarcct.'Ihe,
prefer II n t:1rn15hed L nrnntl In iC tti{il L: hel

to The pciirlt, dnn'r heal artwrid the hush and
]thel ask] '1''1L'.11 is [he plaint of Islatniig for
rice sake of playing if there's not going to he
any result%"'

It's tough ro find hard academic research
about Australia's Cultural heritage and our
approach to romance. After caift to five
universitics,I found Dr]o I-indsay.a lecturer
in die school of political and social inquiry
at Monash University. Lindsay agreed chat
an argumcnr could be made rhat Aciscralians
are anurc direct and tows ambiguous in
keierclscxual tnttrt4'tiotla than the hrench or
It;,lr,nns. hot 5:3ul rllic clots not mean that
iii rt-ILwu or Semi=null i,, ahwnt from dal-to-
dao I:fe in xcssrkplsces, untversitTes, tsars
tad Is:trs "As strultg Aiitral:ans delay 'Sr

avoid marriage, caso:rl Irieliclships send

cexnul retatinnslllps have hecnme rnoie
,:nh guous." slse s:sVs-

"There ii a time and Isl:ice for f]irration
in ALlsrralla,- She pores. "lit ;orne of the
feseaiclt we Condor red tin VOL11tg people

socialising in. Melbourne pubs and cluhs, we
found that some clubs the larger dance clubs
in particulars wcrc highly sexualised spaces,
J1 1A rlirnttiisn fond teasing and priiencarive
l,scnLrl L1as .r tnaior rncidt: of interaction.
lit other venues tilt sucurl rules were different
Y,xS Inter.Cccio:iS sere anbtkr. but in all of

Three snr:L.LI SIsares a,tiEsL[;nity, pOSSlb,bty and

Ione,Litg Were part 01 The atri 1ohere

Pete] Say's go-Letters and U1'(tr-.iJtiesers
hatic Icss time for seduction: sow cnl1'1 rush
rc,mancC- "If YSLi arc 901 B9 to have :1 quick
lun4h coy don't have unit to tease, to play.
Its sedrIee ..- Fnr rh.it bell, have to take time
at the 1.ihle and it- 'heritver you are in an
expedreni enVirounLent chat cries to gee
rhinos done f.rsi, efficiency, Thai's part clf

this pragmaTic orie1LTar.ois, It's idle to play
and sedate a,td to IlirtL it produces nothing,
it's not efflttertt.'

It's a point Pat Kane, a Scottish creative
and nrganisarinnal CGnsuliam and author
of a book called The Plea Ethic (Pan
Macmillan), agrees with.

"I must admit that whenever I think of
the relationship between Anglo-Saxon
culture, sexuality and play. I can't get that
sketch from hc1onty Pi thon's The ?dea riiu,t
of Life out of rot- head," he tells roc. "You
know, the sine where thr schoolteacher
IpLsved by John Cheese] does sex education
with a room full of bored schoolboys. even
though he's skiing actual coitus with his
wife on top of the desk. in the most
diagrammatic fashion."

Bane highlights the influence Of the
Protestant Icgacyt '-the Puritan revolMiOll
was against both nilrt.OLI;aLed sensualitv,
arid, by assnciarinrt, oil flirnnS if play- I love
that most resonant of I'urtran catchphrases:
`The soul's play-day is the devil's
work-day'. We must always remember
that the Protestant regulation of sexuality
and sensuality was done for really hard-
noscd, capitalist reasons: stopping the

"Where people aim at some kind o
integration between the elements o
their la e, it seems logical that flirtation
and seduction, the artful crossing of
personal boundaries, becoces Past

Take a liialk .it the flirting going on
around hors .1 Lid clubs in Australia, however,
and it's 015vicius that rn na.h of it is being
ruelled with niltihitLrin-redncirli siihstances.
Perch cells me iliac nn a recent trip tli b ngland
she noticed that was the else there, to-u.
"Ytsucan scethatwholeart nfuimmoncaticm
and seductive talk is nor real]i sumethii ih
people are at case with fin Engtl.i idj, sLl

they Jrink in order To dilute the tiirigue arid
1hr11 then go often from something than is at
fir;r ,awkward to comcrhing that becomes
boitrish or sloppy, It's What you get
because tir, gel aLCertain timidity, a shyness,
a Tongue rigid-nes.s--'

labourers extending their weekends into
'Happy Slondayri , acid getting them to
subject themselves to the production line
and clock-ri]ne:'

When glossy, sex-drenched advertising
campaigns enered the picture, things soon
started to heat up. "All capitalise countries
havs experienced the stimulation of mass
desires through images of sexuality and
sensuality, and thus The erosion of the
Protestant work ethic that kept the x1a,rkrrs
happily aLt their lathes,' Iyane says, "In char
sense, Australia aun'r be all chat different
[rum Austria Our, L' uitlially, Alhariiai. in
general attitude.- And I Lh 13 Lk thlr,eattitudes

are a kind of sensual schizophrenia, divided
]rerween extreme work and extreme leisure.

"It's a real phenomenon in the UK and.
I hear, in Australia also: people subjecting
themselves to regimes of production and
efficiency which treat them as bodiless
functionaries, and then completely
exploding out of that at the weekend, in
a compensatory splurge of buying, eating.
drinking, dancing and fucking."

Kane says that Catholicism must he
a background factor that cxplairis why
countries like E:rance and Italy have. the easy
sensuality ,and playful nature of the
relationships between men mild scuntrn.
despite the genera] conditions of capirahism-

"Ar the t'rottsrnnt refnnnatxln pitched
self preer.rl3 ;IgAiRLsr the incense, the

sti-mho]ism, the sheer EuILng of Catholic ritual
and culture, then the failure of those
refnritiarnnns iii France and Italy must have
preserved: is certain flavour for display, for
the Isertalis'ahls- excessive meaning and
tinhiguir of symbols, whether publicly or
1serscitally displayed- Isn't this why we still
elevate Frenclt acid Italian clothing. design
,std cuisine - maybe we can add Spain to
that also - so highly? Do then retain a
residual Carbolic ksre of symholism,glamou ,
rite mystic isni and mystery at the heart of the
rrligton?" he asks, "Ii freight also he worth
noting that the i;athiilic countries have ;a
strong tradition of hwrtriig limits net the

working; life: the French with their .1.5hour
creek, the Spanish with rhetr siesta, Italy with
its TOitfirioii 1V rest. ccxworkforces..."

Kane reckons i's significant chat we can
think of Fre1LCI1 and Italian phrases for
the stylish and sensual life - ties dire, , I,s
runde, to bells 6gura, to dofee vita - but
can rarer' grasp for our own phrases, in
either Elie UK or Australia. "In these
environntems, where people consciously
aim at some kind of integration between
the- elements of their life - between work mg
and consscming - it seems liigLCal that
flirtation and seduction, the artful crossing
of personal boundaries, becomes easy and
Is expected," he saps. "All of life has the
possibility- of being sensually infused, not
divided into the austerity of work anti the
manic hedonism of Irisanre-."

That dots explain the ltalia,i waiters
and their amorous brand of service- It's one
of the reasons I keep getting back on The
plane. I carne across 1110Eher reason in
a cnuinipccl Paris hackstreer last year while
sbrltcricig from the rceadter lit a doorway
A lraiTi pi pe nest to rneempried the Parisian
dint }pro the grey Parisian pavement and
right where the water flowed someone had,
using white paint, inscribed in small elegant
letters one word: amour. I Floated into rhr
rain, smiling. 0
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